
Protecting the Longevity Boom: Adult
Immunisation in Viet Nam

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
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W H Y  I T  M A T T E R S

Add influenza for older adults to the mandatory vaccination list.
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IMPACT OF THESE CHANGES

Vaccinating older adults reduces hospital admissions, keeps older adults and their
caregivers healthy and independent, and helps manage non-communicable diseases that
are common later in life.

The Minister of Health can add it to the Expanded Programme on Immunisation under
Circular 13/2026/TT-BYT, as the 2026 to 2030 investment guides are finalised.

Add a vaccination review to the free annual health check.
The Health Sciences Council evaluation route already holds a respiratory syncytial virus
(RSV) fact sheet, and the technical window for the fiscal 2027 cycle opens in autumn 2026.

Publish adult vaccination rates by age group.
The Department of Disease Prevention already reports pediatric coverage through the
national immunisation system, and Shingles, RSV, COVID, and Influenza are all notifiable as
of July 2026. 
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The Asia-Pacific Consortium for Healthy Aging and Adult Immunization (AP-CHAAI) is a
network of healthy aging and economics experts working with global partners to close the
data and policy gaps that keep preventive care from delivering its full value.  ap-chaai.org

A B O U T  A P - C H A A I

KEY FINDINGS

Older adults hold the
influenza burden.

The annual check
reaches everyone.

All four diseases are
now notifiable.

DISEASE & VACCINE SNAPSHOT

DISEASE CASES (RECENT) OLDER ADULT
CASES (65+) NATIONAL RECOMMENDATION/ FUNDING

RSV Notifiable starting
2026 Not reported No national recommendation; not funded

COVID-19 Notifiable starting
2026 Not reported No national recommendation; not funded

Influenza Notifiable starting
2026 Not reported Not in the mandatory list; planned 2030

Shingles 132,000 Not reported No national recommendation; not funded

CURRENT POLICY LANDSCAPE

Page 1 of 2

1 2 3

Influenza sent 207 out of
every 100,000 Vietnamese
over 65 to the hospital each
year with severe respiratory
illness, measured across 2014
to 2016.

From 2026, every citizen is
offered a free health check
at least once a year, but the
check does not include
vaccines. 

Since July 2026, RSV,
COVID-19, influenza and
shingles all report
nationally, though none by
age. 

V iet Nam’s Ministry of Health and Department of Disease Prevention decide and fund
vaccination through the Expanded Programme on Immunisation. In December 2025, the
Law on Disease Prevention brought older people into that programme for the first time, and
from 2026, every citizen has a free annual health check and an electronic health record, but
Adult vaccines are not integrated into these new frameworks, representing significant
missed opportunities including no vaccine listing for older people. There is no published
national data on adult vaccine uptake to measure coverage.
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*Data in the disease burden and vaccine snapshot table is AP-CHAAI’s estimate based on
publicly available and verifiable government sources. Data relies on sentinel surveillance
and the true burden is likely higher. 
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