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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Extend free influenza vaccination for adults 60+ to more provinces.

Zhejiang and Shenzhen fund the influenza vaccine with high coverage returns, and the
Disease Prevention and Control Plan asks local governments to carry its immunization
commitments into their 2026-2030 work targets

Add the vaccine offer to the free annual health check.

The National Basic Public Health Services Programme’s free annual check reaches most
residents 65 and over, and the DPCP 2026-2030 plan can lead to that visit ending with a
vaccination for COVID, shingles, influenza, and RSV.%*

Publish adult vaccination coverage each year.

Provincial disease control centers collect the data, and the plan's electronic vaccination
certificate is designed to share them across regions.*

IMPACT OF THESE CHANGES

19x1 30-607% 3-6

Adult Vax Return Reduced Risk of Lost Work Days
on Investment' Heart Attack" Prevented by
Adult Vax™

WHY IT MATTERS

Vaccinating older adults reduces hospital admissions, keeps olderadults and their
caregivers healthy and independent, and helps manage nofi-=communicable diseases that

are common laterin life.
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CURRENT POLICY LANDSCAPE

hina has a platform that can be expanded: free human papillomavirus (HPV)vaccination
nationally since November 2025,53howing interest that can lead to nationally funded COVID-
19, RSV, and Shingles vaccines for older adults. Other examples are the free influenza
programs for older residents exist in Zhejiang and Shenzhen with high coverage and a basic
public health service package includes vaccination for nationally funded and recommended
vaccines. The Disease Prevention and Control Plan for 2026-2030 commits to immunization
for older and younger people alike and includes a plan to build a national surveillance
network for respiratory infections, which could include RSV, COVID, and influenza?

KEY FINDINGS

Influenza's toll falls on The opportunity is Coverage is measured
older adults. rarely presented. city by city.

Around 71,000 of China's In a survey across ten Published figures for adults
influenza-associated provinces, only 13.9% of 60 and over range

respiratory deaths each year older adults said a health drastically between cities,

are among people aged 60 worker had recommended a with no national total .

and over, four in five total.® vaccination.®

DISEASE & VACCINE SNAPSHOT

CASES (RECENT)/
m NO AGE REPORT AVAILABILITY | NATIONAL RECOMMENDATION/ FUNDING

Not notifiable Undergoing -None; adult vaccine under review since Feb 2026
Approval
COVID-19 1,554,677(2025) Available 2021 -Provinces moving to class Il self-paid
-Adults 6 joritized; self-paid nationally, free i
Influenza 17,053,244 (2025) Seasonal ults 60+ prioritized; self-paid nationally, free in
some provinces
Shingles Not notifiable Available 2025 -Adults 50+; self-paid nationally, free in some

provinces

ABOUT AP-CHAAI

The Asia-Pacific Consortium for Healthy Aging and Adult Immunization (AP-CHAAl}is a
network of healthy aging and economics experts working with glebal partners to close the

data and policy gaps that keep preventive care from delivering its full value. ap~chaai:org
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